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English I Writing
Literary Prompt

WRITTEN COMPOSITION #1

Page 43

 LOOK at the photograph.

 WRITE a story about experiencing a big surprise.

 Be sure to —

• write a focused story that is complete

• include an interesting plot and engaging characters

• choose your words carefully

• edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling
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Score Point 1  

The story represents a very limited writing performance.  

Organization/Progression  

o The form or structure of the story is inappropriate to the purpose or the 
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses narrative strategies or 
literary devices that are only marginally suited to the literary task, or 
they are inappropriate or not evident at all. The writer presents the 
story in a random or illogical way, causing it to lack clarity and direction.  

o Many of the details do not contribute to the story. The writer’s lack of 
focus on a specific character, event, or idea weakens the unity and 
coherence of the story.  

o The writer’s presentation of the story is weak. Repetition of ideas  
or wordiness sometimes causes serious disruptions in the story line.  
At other times the lack of transitions and sentence-to-sentence 
connections makes the story unclear or difficult to follow.  

 
Development of Ideas  

o The development of the story is weak because the details are 
inappropriate, vague, or insufficient. They do not contribute to key 
literary elements such as character development, conflict, and point of 
view.  

o The story is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt 
may be vague or confused. In some cases, the story as a whole is only 
weakly linked to the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the story 
in a manner that demonstrates a lack of understanding of the literary 
writing task.  

 
Use of Language/Conventions  

o The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or  
no awareness of the literary purpose. The word choice may impede  
the quality and clarity of the story. 

o Sentences may be very awkward or uncontrolled, weakening the 
effectiveness of the story.  

o The writer has no command of sentence boundaries and/or little or no 
command of spelling. Serious and persistent errors in capitalization, 
punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions may create disruptions  
in the fluency of the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning.  
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Score Point 1
The writer of this very limited writing performance explains how to surprise someone, 
and how they might react. The expository organizational structure that the writer 
chooses for the essay is inappropriate to the purpose and specific demands of the 
prompt and demonstrates a lack of understanding of the literary writing task. The 
development is weak because the writer does not include details that contribute to key 
literary elements such as character development, conflict, or point of view.
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Score Point 1
In this response the writer attempts to tell a story about Christmas day, but demonstrates 
only a weak understanding of the literary writing task. Although the student at first 
provides some sense of a timeline (waking up, washing face, brushing teeth, opening 
presents), the remainder of the essay focuses on describing the presents received by 
family members rather than developing a literary story about experiencing a big 
surprise. Additionally, the writer has no command of sentence boundaries and little 
command of spelling. Serious and persistent errors in conventions create disruptions 
in the fluency of the writing and often interfere with meaning, which is indicative of a 
very limited writing performance.



Literary — 3

Score Point 1
In this very limited writing performance, the writer tells a story about being surprised 
by passing the TAKS test. However, the presentation of the story is weak. The 
repetitive idea of passing the TAKS test causes disruptions in the storyline. Meaningful 
development about the happy event is hindered by this repetition. In addition, the 
writer’s limited word choice impedes the quality and clarity of the story.
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Score Point 1
In this very limited writing performance, the writer tells a story about being surprised 
by receiving money for a car. The development is weak because details describing the 
event are insufficient and too vague to support key literary elements such as character 
development, conflict, or point of view. In addition, errors in conventions impede the 
quality and clarity of the story.
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Score Point 2  

The story represents a basic writing performance.  

Organization/Progression  

o The form or structure of the story is evident but may not always be 
appropriate to the purpose or responsive to the specific demands of the 
prompt. The writer uses narrative strategies or literary devices that are 
only somewhat suited to the literary task. The writer is able to convey 
some sense of the story.  

o Some of the details do not contribute to the story. The writer may focus 
on a specific character, event, or idea but may not sustain that focus, 
limiting the unity and coherence of the story.  

o The writer’s presentation of the story is inconsistent. Repetition of ideas 
or wordiness sometimes causes disruptions in the story line. At other 
times meaningful transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections are 
too perfunctory or weak to support logical movement of the story.  

 
Development of Ideas  

o The development of the story is minimal and remains at a surface level 
because there are few details, they are not always appropriate, or they 
are too general. For the most part, the details contribute only marginally 
to key literary elements such as character development, conflict, and 
point of view.  

o The story may reflect little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to 
the prompt may be artificial and rely on forced patterns of development. 
In any case, the writer develops the story in a manner that demonstrates 
a basic understanding of the literary writing task.  

 
Use of Language/Conventions  

o The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic 
awareness of the literary purpose. The word choice may limit the quality 
and clarity of the story.  

o Sentences may be simplistic, awkward, or only somewhat controlled, 
limiting the effectiveness of the story.  

o The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. 
Distracting errors may be evident, creating some disruptions in the 
fluency or meaning of the writing, but there is evidence of complete 
sentences and correct spelling. 
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Score Point 2
The writer of this story tells about being surprised because his brother scared him. The 
writer conveys some sense of the story by using narrative strategies somewhat suited to 
the literary task. However, the development of the story is minimal and remains at a 
surface level because the writer moves quickly through the action of finding the noise 
and does not pause to develop conflict and point of view. This demonstrates a basic 
understanding of the literary writing task.



Literary — 6

Score Point 2
In this basic writing performance, the writer conveys some sense of the story about 
receiving a gift at her Quincenera, but the presentation of ideas is inconsistent. 
Repetition and wordiness (. . . a lot of people came which was a surprise for me but 
not a big surprise. The big surprise was when I had to open the surprise gift) causes 
disruptions in the story line. In addition to this, the development is minimal and 
remains at a surface level, while the writer’s limited word choice also affects the quality 
and clarity of the story.
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Score Point 2
In this response, the writer conveys some sense of the story about receiving a surprise 
birthday party. However, the author spends too much time focusing on minor events 
leading up to the surprise (going to the store and gas station). The inclusion of these 
details is not always appropriate and demonstrates only a basic understanding of the 
literary writing task. In addition, general word choice (make food and stuff; stuff  for 
the house) and simplistic sentences limit the effectiveness of the story.



Literary — 8

Score Point 2
In this basic writing performance, the writer tells a story about Andrew receiving a weight 
set for his birthday. The story is written in the third person, which is an appropriate 
narrative strategy, and progresses chronologically. However, the development is surface 
level as the writer only briefly lists the events. This surface level development is indicative 
of a basic understanding of the literary writing task.
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Score Point 3  

The story represents a satisfactory writing performance.  

Organization/Progression  

o The form or structure of the story is, for the most part, appropriate to the 
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The 
writer uses narrative strategies or literary devices that are adequately 
suited to the literary task. The writer is able to clearly convey the story.  

o Most details contribute to the effectiveness of the story. The writer 
focuses on a specific character, event, or idea and generally sustains that 
focus. The story is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to 
minor lapses in focus.  

o The writer’s presentation of the story is adequately controlled. For the 
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence 
connections are sufficient to support the logical movement of the story.  

 
Development of Ideas  

o Specific details add some substance to the story. For the most part, 
these details contribute to key literary elements such as character 
development, conflict, and point of view.  

o The story reflects some thoughtfulness and may engage the reader. The 
writer's response to the prompt may be original or may connect ideas in 
interesting ways. In any case, the writer develops the story in a manner 
that demonstrates a good understanding of the literary writing task.  

 
Use of Language/Conventions  

o The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, specific and concrete. At 
times the writer’s word choice may even be vivid or expressive. In any 
case, it reflects an awareness of the literary purpose and usually 
contributes to the quality and clarity of the story.  

o Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part 
contributing to the effectiveness of the story.  

o The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries 
and spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage 
conventions. Although some errors may be evident, they create only 
minor disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the 
clarity of the story.  

 
 



Literary — 9

Score Point 3
This story focuses on the search for a special birthday gift. The writer uses narrative 
strategies and literary devices that are adequately suited to the task and controls the 
progression of the story with clear sentence-to-sentence connections. Specific details 
about how special the Fender Guitar is and the anticipation of finding it add substance 
to the story and reflect some thoughtfulness. In addition, expressive word choice 
(rushing downstairs; the funny thing is; jumped up and down [cause of joy]) contributes 
to the quality and clarity of the story.  
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Score Point 3
The writer of this concise response tells the story of a brother and sister secretly 
planning a surprise birthday party for their younger sibling. The writer sustains focus 
on the action and dialogue of two of the characters, while logically progressing through 
the events leading up to the big surprise. Specific details contribute to the conflict in 
the story (keeping the party a secret) and the point of view of multiple characters. 
Overall, the writer demonstrates a good understanding of the literary task.



Literary — 11

Score Point 3
In this story, the writer sustains focus on two characters’ attempts to find a home for 
a lost puppy. The writer clearly conveys the story using dialogue to progress the plot. 
Specific and somewhat engaging details (it was skiny and looked like it hasent ate in 
days; we already have a cat and a hamster) add some substance to the story. The writer 
demonstrates an adequate control of conventions. Although some errors are evident, 
they create only minor disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect 
the clarity of the story. Overall, the writer demonstrates a good understanding of the 
literary writing task.
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Score Point 3
In this satisfactory writing performance, most details contribute to the effectiveness of 
the story. They writer focuses on a specific event, receiving a fishing boat as a surprise, 
and generally sustains that focus. The writer includes meaningful transitions, and the 
approach to the prompt, a late night mystery, is somewhat thoughtful and original. 
Overall, the writer demonstrates a good understanding of the literary writing task.


